
City of Keo

Qic&vtoqrttazel

P.O. Box 35
Keo, Arkansas 72083

January 9,2O2t

Elizabeth Smith
Cabinet Secretary
Chair, CARES Act Steering Committee
Department of the Inspector General
323 Center Street, Suite 1200
Little Rock, AR7220l

Dear Madam Secretary,

The City of Keo, Arkansas would like to express gratitude for your work on the CARES Act
Steering Committee. $10,142 was set aside for our commrmity of 250. Given our small size, we did
not incur the same type of financial hardships, related to the Covid- 19 pandemic, as larger
communities may have. Using the guidelines, established by the CARES Act Steering Committee,
our community was able to benefit three-fold with the use of these funds.

The City ofKeo increased the telework capability for Recorder/Treasurer Hughes by
purchasing a laptop and wireless printer so that she could safely carry on her essential duties while
maintaining social distancing requirements. We also purchased equipment to conduct virtual meetings

for the Keo City Council and special guests.

A portion ofthe grant was also used to purchase equipment for testing and disinfection of the

city's drinking water and wastewater discharge. Safe and clean drinking water is a fundamental

tenement to the public's health, especially during a pandemic.

Lastly, a significant portion of the residents would be considered a vulnerable population either

due to advanced age, very young age or having preexisting health conditions. The city ofKeo was able

to enhance Covid-l9 precautions by supplying the residents ofthe community with PPE and materials

to disinfect their hands and environment. In order to practice social distancing and limited exposure

potential, the City Council distributed these goods to each household in Keo.

This seemingly, small grant, made a huge difference to our community. Thank you kindly for
your part in helping our community stay safe and receive maximum benefit from the CARES Act
funds.

Sincerelv.

Jhd-"*- /,/L1,-
Stephanie White
Mayor of Keo



Keo Fights Covid
The city ofKeo was allocated $10,142 as part ofa Covid

Relief Grant. This small town did not have payroll and
equipment expenses directly tied to Covid-Ig like larger
cities.

The Keo City Cormcil was able to utilize funding
through AR Departrnent of Finance and Administration to
increase the telework capabilities of the Treasurer/Recorder
by purchasing a laptop, wireless printer, webcam, and a
large display monitor for city hall. The council will be able
to conduct virtual meetings, if needed, to allow for social
distancing recommendations

The Couacil also used a portion of the fimds to purchase
equipment for testing and disinfection of the city's drinking
water ard wastewater discharge. Keo also purchased PPE for
a pandemic preparedness bag for each household.

Each household received masks, hand sanitizer and
disinfecting wipes. The council assembled the bags of
supplies, prior to the meeting on December 14,2020. The
bags were delivered to each home the following day.

The Keo City Council is gateful to be able to purchase

these much-needed items in an effort to keep everyone
healthy and safe. The City Council wishes to thank the AR
Mrmicipal League for assistance with preparation ofthe grant
applications for these projects.

Pictured is Alderman Chris Collins assembling the
pandemic preparedness bags. He has a big smile beneath the
mask he is wearing.
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